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BfUO CHm 


X<> Transportat ion 

jgfegy Routes from China 

lo Rail roads 

jfe^j£^£Jgag^,^JBagitg_ fer two-way traffic; magLmga ^ gmiggaMa 
Sfe. j£g,djn gi m,a3cjjmm, gros6 a nd net train tonnage on segments of lin g, limiting 

moving by railroad; transshipment 
points j ...new construction and repair activi ties; status 
°/ dismantl ed ra il segments on the lines* 

a ° Bay ? 

k« Kanning-Pinfsi ^g^Lanj£on-lI a.noi? 

c ° Chow_ jgninsnla 

Precise details of the conditions limiting loads on these lines are not 
Ifnown, nor is there sufficient info naat, ion to assess the tonnages presently 
moving* 

As regards new construction and repair, the line frora Pisechai to Laokay 
is apparently not being restored, the Hanoi Langson railway is inoperative and 
portions of the roadbed are being used as a highway, and the Nanning-Pingsiang 
line is reportedly being extended to Chennankuan. No details are available on 
the progress of construction on the Hanning- Liu-Chow peninsula railway. 

2 o Inla nd Wat erwa ys 

of navigation for shallow draft vessel s ..... 
~j£SLHgHg{ — la the present number and tonnage of ves sels, 
sod other, operating on these rivers? Are craft available 
to Increase this traffic? If s o, to what extent ? 

a<1 Slyer is navigable up to Laokay at high water by vessels 

drawing ? feet. Beyond this point, numerous rapids obstruct navigation and the 
maximum draft is reduced to 2 feet. 


i^E-C-U-E-T 
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bo The Clear River , which forms the Red River from the borth at 

« 

Viet Tri, car be navigated up to Tuyen Qu ang, a distance of 62 miles, by 
vessels dratring about 2 feet« During the high v; ater season this draft is 
increased to 5 feet; above Tuyen Huang, sampans ccn then navigate an addi- 
tional 95 miles* 

Co Up;>er reaches qf test &ver t which flows into China s h tri- 
lutaiy of the dost River * the Yu ilivor, flows through Caobang in Indochina o 
riui Gao bang clowns t re an, this river is navigable by shallow draft native 
c » -ft, 

d 0 Qcg Doc River (Trans Bassac) 0 According to available sources, 
this liver is approximately f feet deen and 6o feet wide as far as Ca 13m 
and its mercer with the Cal Tau liver near Kharh An* Throw 'h its junction 
with various connecting canals, * t furnishes acco: s to a large rortion of 
the Traus-Bassac region, and by the canal from guan Lo to Phun I Hep (B foot 
cbo;> and 130 foot vide) at Ca "'an it is connected with tl*e Bascac 'liver, Tho 
c;:ac t route of the upper river i e now confused by t lie connect: ons with the 
network of canals in the area To tho northv/est, & connection at Tan Loi links 
viVh the Canh;;ia River, which 5n turn is connected by a canal route to the 
Bay of iach Qia (minimum depth 5 feet, width 60 feet). To the South, the Ong 
U»c is connected by? everal river systems, including the Bay Hap, Cua Lou, 

Duoi‘~ Keo, Ganh Hao, and \$r Thanh rivers and tho canal from Ca ?'au to Bac Lieu 
(i feet deep, 60 feet wide). All the figures given are for low water, and ere 
dated 1 9U5q IUgh water fibres are not available, lids region is presently 
held by the Viet I!inli c 


- 2 - 
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Hi v* lit M x 


There is no information regarding the numbers or sixes of craft 
available on the above rivers * but numerous snail vessels are used in these 
areas > 

3* Other routes capable of handling pfaoeled traffic and tl^pse_,rn^ n j^u tea 
limited to human and animal lift (particularly the follof\^i ng; Ifenol- Iaokay j 
Ilanoi~Lan gsott~Itongdangg«0 aoban gj Sept Pagodes-Eonc ay ; Banoi-^ ) 

« ;• .> Heir repair a nd construction activities 

Interaction concerning repair and construction activities 
of tlicse routes is not available t > 

b 0 Estim; ted tonnages presently moving over those routes and 
maximum capacity , 

1'iOtir.ioted maximum tonnages that could be moved over the 
principal routes from China into Indochina are a., follows s 
The eastern group of roads : 

Caobang-IIanoi 
Lanpson -Hanoi 

i 

!ifcmcay~Hanoi l£0Q short tons/day 

The western gro<q> of roads x 
laokay-Hanoi 

Hagiang-Hanoi ii50 short tons/day 

An estimate of tour a .pea presently moving over these routes is 
not available,. 

B a Overseas Contes from Cliina 

'.31 tat arc the priricii>al sea routes utilised by the Chinese Ooraminisfcc 
to forty supplief: from Hainan Island and South China to the Viet Ilinh- 
controlled areas of Vietnam? dgtirxrbeu tonnages presently mq vh T, via 
those routoe? Estim; ted maxhv.mi capacity via those routes ? 
fovcral overseas mites have b^cn used for ferrying supplier from China 
to Viet * 'inb-cont rolled area s* However* all have • Liiii nished in importance due 
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to improved land supply routes between China and the Viet I'inh territories^ 
The air and navul blockade imposed by , the French along the ^oast of Indochina 
has also increased the rel: tive danger of tlie sea routes* It is believed 
that practically all of the material reaching Viet Llisih forces from China is 
now shipped by land routes.. 

The principal sea routes ares 

- 1, From Hong Kong* Iiacao, or Communist Chinese ports to Thailand 

by legitimate shipping and thence from Thai ports clandestinely by 
small craft along the coast to the nearest point on the coast of 
Cambodia; thence along to tho inland waterways of Cochin China to 
final destinations 3 This route is not now believed to carry any 
considerable traffic due to the restrictions of the Thai govern- 
ment as well os to tho blockading efforts of tho French and the 
Associated states* 

2o From the Canton area to the Tonkin Delta region* with possible 
relays at such joints as Fort Bayard and Fei-hai (Pak-hoi)* From 
Timg-hsing (Tung«4iing) cargoes are moved in short night stages 
closo to the coast., French air reconnaissance tends to restrict 
the size of the vessels engaged in tho traffic along the Indo~ 
Ciiineso coast to stroll craft oasily liidden or beached and camou- 
flaged duriiv. the da timc 0 The coast route also probably involves 
goods carried via land routes in China to Pak-hoi* Tung-hsing and 
? T oncsy and then transsldnpcd along the coast by the Viet Finli in 
snail craft o Tins ro.to probably would he most suited tc the 
supply of snail Viet Finh unite opera tin - along the watenvays of 
tho lower Tonkin Deltas 

3 c From the Canton area to the Toni dm and Annam coasts, via Hainan 
and Wei-Ohoii Island* by motorized sea-going juuks or fast vedettes 
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across the Gulf of Tonkin* yulin is the moct frequently mentioned of 
tha Hainan ports* 

Uo From the Tonkin area to Southern Viet Uinli-held areas: - Some 
material arriving both by the af credent i oneci routes and by inlcu.d 
routes is carried by combinations of coastal sea routes and inland 
routes in stages along the coast of Annan* French naval and air 
survey. Hance • lar-ely restricts the use of those rogues to snort 
night hauls , 

5* From Canton to Hainan to Paracel Islands to Central Annum coast 
is one route by which some small amount ol traffic mag occur* 

Ho estimate is available of the tonnages moving along the 
vcrlo s sea routes* n variety of tyoos of small craft engage in 
the traffic, but French navel and air surveillance greatly restricts 
its volume* Any ectiix-te of the capacity of these routue would Iiav© 
to take into considerati >n the effectiveness of tnc blockade imposed 
against it as well as the relative advantages attached to its use* 
go i onr as the Viet ririh are able to transport most of the traffic 
from China by less dangerous land routes they arc unlikely to risk 
losing a considerable percentage of the goods curried on hazardous 
sea routes*' Should the French succeed in interrupting a portion of 
the traffic handled by the presently-developod land routes, increase* 
traffic at sea co ild probably be expected* 
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0* Airfield s 

1« 7 -hat is the present state of Franco^ Vietnamese and Viet Hi nh 
airfields? What are the lengths find load bearing capacities of these 
airfields? What are the fuel storage facilities and what ie the extent 
of fuel stockpiling? What are the maintenance and repair facilities? 

«o Franco^Vletnamese Airfields — 


Name 

Class * 

Coordinates 

Users 

Description 

Ban Me Thuct A/F 

5 

124*011 

106-O3E 

FAF 

4*425 ft« natural surface runway^ 
weight-bearing, 26,000 lbs 5 drum 
fuel storage* 

Bat tomb ang A/F 


13-06H 

103-15E 

FAF and 

Civil Air- 
lines 

Goal 3/930 ft* temporary runway, 
weight-bearing , 0-4*7 c 

Bien II oa A/F 

U 

10-57N 

106-k?E 

FAF 

5*000 ft« temporary runway, weight- 
bearing, light bombers; taxUvaysi 
parking aprons; hangars; major re- 
pairs; drum fuel storage <> 

Gap St Jacques //F 

5 

1G-22N 

107“0fjE 

FAF and 

Civil Air- 
lines 

3,930 ft*. temporary runway, weight = 
bearing, 26,000 lbs*; taxiwayau 

Fir. ^a(Da!at/Lien 
Khang) A/F 

k 

114*513 

108-23E 

FAF and 
French Civil 
Airlines 

4,670 fto permanent runway, weight 
bearing* 0-47; taxiway parking 
apron; limited radio; limited drum 
storage* 

Bong Hoi A/F 

S 

17-30N 

106-35E 

FAF and 

Civil Air- 
lines 

Good 3,000 ft « temporary runway* 
6,000 lb„ weight-bearing capacity* 

Do Son A/F 

5 

20-i*3N 

1064*71 

FAF 

3,640 ft., new permanent runway s 
weight-bearing* light transport; 
taxiways; parking apron; 4 fuel 
tanks of 20,000 gala capacity each 

Haiphong/Cat Bai A/F 

3 

20~l*9N 

I06~1*3E 

FAF and 

Civil Air- 
lines 

5,700 ft* good, permanent run- 
way being extended to 7,696 ft* 
weight-bearing, 0-54 and jet 
fighters; radio and limited light- 
ing! hangar; 1,608,000 gal* fuel 
tank storage, largest a/f storage 
in Indochina; minor repairs « 

Ilaiphong/Kienan A/F 

u 

204*913 

106-33E 

FAF 

New airfield; 5,900 ft* permanent 
runway, weight-hearing, 60,000 
lbs*; taxiwaysj revetments; park- 
ing apron * 

Ilanoi/Bac Mai A/F 

It 

21-OOlf FAF and 

105-50E French Civil 

Airlines 

3,940 ft® permanent runway, weight - 
bearing* C-47; taxiway s ; parking 
aprons; hangars; limited radio; 
drum fuel storage; repair facili- 
ties « 
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* &£g£ X 

Pexm&nent runways 7,000 feet or mors in length able to sustain 
medium bomber operational 

Class 2 

Permanent runways 6,000 feet or more in length able to sustain 
limited medium bomber operations*. 

Class 3 

Runways £,000 feet or more in length potentially able to sustain 
medium^bomber operation s Q 
Claes k 

Runways U,000 feet or more in length which can be used by light 
transports and conventional fighters*, 

Claes $ 

Runways 2,000 feet or more in length j airfield operational or 
potentially important*, 


-6a- 
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l:~f 


% - Airfields »— (cont»d) 


Wage 

Class 

Coordinates 

Users 

Hanoi/CKt i Lam A/F 


21 - 03 N 

105-53E 

FAF, French* 
and U* S„ 
Civil Air- 
lines 

Hue A/F 


16~-2liU 

107-lOE 

FAF and 

Civil Air- 
lines 

Kompong Chin*»& A/F Ij 

12-lkU 

10ij»39E 

FAF 

Krakor A/F 

k 

12-32N 

101+-07E 

FAF 

Luang Prabang A/F 

5 

19-53H 

102-08E 

FAF 

Nha Trang A/F 

3 

12-liiN 

109-11E 

F. .F and 
French Civil 
Airlines 

Oudong A/F 

5 

11-52N 

10Ii~ii2E 

FAF 

Pakse A/F 

4 

I5-03N 

105-47E 

FAF 

(limited use) 

Phan Thiet A/F 

3 

10-5UN 

10C-0LI. 

FAF 

Phnom Penh A/? 

3 

11-33“ 

10{*~51E 

FAF and 

French Civil 
Airlines 

Savannakhet A/F 

5 

16-UON 

1C£~00E 

FAF and 

French Civil 
Airlines 

Siem Heap A/F 

h 

13-2 $N 
103-49E 

Limited FAF 
and Civil 
Airlines 

foe Trang A/F 

5 

9-33N 

105-57E 

Civil Air- 
lines and 
limited FAF 


Descrii’ti m 

hj22Q ft., permanent runway* 
weight-bearing, C-51;; taxiway; 
radios lighting; drum fuel stor- 
age* minor repairs; hangars * 

U>260 ft* temporary ruiway* 
weight-bearing* C~u7; radio facil- 
ities; limited drum fuel storage; 
hangar* 

5 9 h25 ft* temporary rurwray* 
weight-bearing* C~5li in dry season 
parking apron, 

5^00 ft,, temporary runway- 
weight-bearing * 90.000 1 bsl in dry 
weather; taxiway s* 

3*120 ft* natural-surface runway , 
weight^ bearing^ 0— 1 j 7 in dry 
weather* 

2 permanent runways, >>920 ft, and 
3*010 ft, long, with 2*0,000 lb* 
weight-bearing capacity; taxiway s; 
parking apron; radio; limited 
lighting; PoL in underground tanks 
major FAF repair, 

5,900 ft,, temporary runway, weight . 
bearing > C»»5i*; taxiway; emergency 
field, 

u,000 ft, temporary runway* weight* 
bearing* C~5ij; limited .radio; 
minor repair* 

3 ,200 ft* tempera^ runway, 
weight-bearing* C4f7* 

2 permanent runways, 5,300 ft* and 
3*o80 ft* long* with weights 
bearing capacities of 60,000 lbs* 
and 30*000 lbs., ^ respectively; 
taxiway s; parking aprons; radio; 
limited lighting; POL; one of best 
fields in Indochina, 

^o 3*930 ft. permanent runways ^ 
weight-bearing, 04*?; taxiway s> 
parking; aprons; limited radio; 

K)L available* 

5#li60 ft* temporary runway, 
weight-bearing > vJ-4*7o 


Good 3 >930 ft* permanent runway* 
weight-bearing * 0-4*7; limited 
drum fuel storage „ 
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Fraic ^Vietnames e Airf ields --- (cont'd) 


, Game 

Glass 

Coordinates 

Users 

Descriptio a 

'Tan bon Nhut A/P 

3 

10 - 48 N 

106 - 39 E 

FAF, domes— 
tic, and 
forefen air- 
lines 

2 permanent runways, S/X~) ft. 
and 5,250 ft, long, with 93.CJPO 
lb<, Wt light-bearing capacity; taxi 
ways) parking apron, radio ar*i 
lighting; 12 hangars; 23,000 gal*, 
.of fuel in surface tanks; S 
ground tanks; 5,000 gal, oil stor- 
age; 500,000 gal .fuel storage ir; 
b argon; major repairs; best and 
most important field in Indochina 

To he Pone A/F 

5 

164 JH 

106-11 K 

FA F 

2 temporary ninways, 4,090 ft* an 
3,300 ft* lor\j, with 23,000 ih* 
w eight- bearing capacity. 

Thu dau Mot A/F 

k 

10 - 59 U 

106 -L 2 E 

FAF ( emer- 
gency use 
only) 

5,240 ft, permanent runway, 
weight-bearing, 60,000 lbs 0 

Tourane A/F 

3 

16 - 021 ; 

108-121 

FA F and 

Civil Air- 
lines 

3 permanent runways, 6,820 ft*, 
5,900 ft., and 2,340 ft* long, 
each with 30,000 lbs. weight- 
bearing capacity; taxiway; park**, 
ing area; limited radio and 
lighting; tank and drum fuel 
storage; drum oil storage; hangar; 
minor repairs: best airfield in 
central Indochina o 

Vientiane A/F 

5 

17 - 58 N 

102 - 33 E 

FAF 

2 excellent temporary runways, 
3,670 ft* and 2,350 ft* long, witi 
0-54 weight-bearing capacity in 
dry season; taxiwoys; radio; 

It urted fuel and oil drum storage; 
hangar; minor repair* 

b e 

Viet i.!inh Airfields — 



F&iT.iO 

Bac Kan a/F 

Class 

5 

Coordinates 

22-OGU 

105-501. 

Controlled By 

Viet ilinh 

Description 

2, 7 GO ft* natural-surface runway, 
weight-bearing, light aircraft 0 

Cao Ban 2 A/F 

5 

22-41: 

106-14 

Viet Minh 

2,1^00 ft* na tural-surf ace runway, 

W' 1 bearing, 23,000 lbs. 

Ha Oianr A/F 

5 

22-521 

10 li- 56 E 

Viet Mlnii 

2,600 ft* natural— surface runway > 
wei :ht -bearing, light aircraft. 

Lang ion A/F 

5 

21-5011 

106— 2j6l'< 

Viet ;tinh 

3,600 ft* natural-surface runway, 

\m igh t-bearing , C-47; presently 
cratered* 

Lao Kay A/F 

$ 

22 - 29 N 

103-521 

Viet Minh 

2,030 ft? natural- s ur f ac e runway, 
weight-bearing, 0-47- 

Thai -Nguyen A/F 

5 

21 - 37 !.’ 

105 - 50 E 

Viet .\iinh 

2,890 ft* natural-surface runway* 

That Kc a/F 

5 

22-14 

106 - 2 ?E 

Viet Minh 

2,400 ft., natural-surface runway „ 
we 1 gl it -bearing capacity, 23,000 

lbsj 

Ton 3 A/F 

u 

21-0711 

105-281; 

Viet Mi nil 

4,l6o ft* la tori to runway; taxi- 
ways, parking areas. 

Vinh A/F 

n 

> 

lo-UUll 

105 -Uoi 

Viet Minli 

•8~ 

5 >100 ft* later lie runway; par- 
t tally destroyed; taxiways, revet- 
ments.. | 




Approved For Release 2001/08/21 : CIA-RDP92B01090R000300020023-8 


Approved For Release 2001/(jSr2r£tSl&BP92B01090R000300020023-8 


2o What is the present state of Chinese Cotanunigt airfields within 
operational , distance of the Tonkin Delta? What are t he lengths and lo ad 
bearing capacities of these airfields? What are the fuel storage facilitie s 

» . <■■■ sa i.i ^^rr i Tar.^i . ^ . urr .i n-n ■ — ■ «wmn* m — w l ynm-w w — m 1 1 — tmmmm i vm—m******* 

and *ahat is the extent of fuel, stockpiling? What are the maintenance and 
repair facilities? 


Nunc 

Class 

Coordinates 

Users 

Description 

Chan-1 A/F 

u 

103-t7E 

CCAF < 5 ?00 ft 0 permanent runway* 

(Chinese Com- weigfrWoearirr,, B-2U* taxiways 

muni s t Air Force) parkin : aprons; fuel- storage! 

limited radio; hangars 

Cheng -kung A/F 

2 

2t*-5iw 

102-UOE 

Former B~29 
field; not cur- 
rently in use.> 

dj530 ft, permanent rrjiwuy* 
weight-bearing* F-29j fcaxiwayar 
parking ; r on a 

GL’in -hr ion A/F 
(Ya;>*chow) 

u 

21-57': 

rOw-ibb 

GOAF 

U^O 0 ft 9 temporary ru*wa&% 
w eigh t~b car in ; * c onv en ti or iaL- 
fi gilt or aircraft* underground 
gasoline pumps reported along 
Tung diver opposite airfield* 

I«rh*tang a/F 

3 

25-13“ 

110-10E 

CCAF 

6*560 fto permanent runway* easily 
rehabilitated for use by jet- 
fighter aircraft; parking aprons; 
limited radio; drum fuel storage* 

Kun-ninn A/F 

2 

25—001! 

102-U5:- 

CCAF and 

Civil Air- 
lines 

Two 7,203 ft :J permanent runways* 
weigh t-bearing,, tf-29 and jet- 
figh'Uvr aircraft; taxiway * parkin| 
aprons; radio and lighting* 9 fuel 
storage tanks; hangars* repair 
facilities* 

Li*c:hi&*-tsun A/F 

3 

25-11M 

110-19E 

Not used 
since World 
War II 

0*530 ft* temporary runway; 
parking aprons* taxiway s. 

Lu-liang A/F 

2 

25—00*1 

103-331 

Former B-29 
field * not 
currently in 

use* 

11,200 ft* permanent miway* 
weight-bearing* 16*3*000 lbs a ; two 
5>2'f3 ft 0 permanent runways; can 
support fighter aircraft; taxiwaya 
parking aprons; could easily be 
rehabilitated for medium**!) ember 
operations,. 

Liu~0hou A/F 

2 

2li-l?M 

109-23E 

CCAF 

7j5UO ft,, pezrument runway; 
weight-bearing* 0~5i*.; taxiway 5 ; 
parkin' aprons; limited radio; 
hangars,, i-asily rehabilited for 
use by jot- aircraft.. 

Looping A/F 

3 ' 

£ii-52fl 

1CU-21E 

In use by 

C~5>1* trans- 
ports during 

7 5 3 i °*C ft, permanent runway*, 
weight-bearing* 0-5U; taxiways; 
p;u~k ing aprons 


World War II „ 
Not currently 
in usee 

-9- 
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lane 

iiirSS. 

Coordinates 

Users 

Description 

Mcng-tzu A /? 


23-20H 

i.03»2J>'E 

CCAF 

5*21*0 fto permanent runway « 
weight-bearing ^ C~i*7; taxiway s; 
parking aprons; hangars; dr tun 
fuel storage; radio and limited 
lighting,. 

Han-ning A/F 

2 

22-ii9M 

10C-21E 

Not believed 
currently in 
use 

6, OOO ft« permanent runway * 
weight-bearing* ?5jQ00 lbs, | 
taxiway; parking aprons; 
construction reported; but never 
confirmed* 

Pai**se A/F 

h 

23-53N 

106- 39 K 

• 

CCAF 

5*030 ft, permanent runway; 
weight-bearing capacity* 0*1*6; 
taxiway s; parking apron; tinder* 
ground fuel tanks and open drum 
storage; minor repair facilities, 

Saniya A/F 
(Hainan Island) 

k 

10-17H 

109-26K 

Not in use* 

Two permanent runways* 1**630 ft.> 
and 3*1*00 ft* long* weight* 
bearing* 0*51*; taxiwaysj parking 
aprons; hangars « 

Tan-ahu-hsu A/F 
( Tanchu) 

3 

23-29H 

110-32E 

CCAF 

6*560 ft, permanent runway* 
weight-bearing* 0-1*6; taxiways* 

Yha-ming A/F 

5 

23-1HI 

103-151; 

CCAF 

3>900 ft* percent runway; fuel 
s to rage f ac 1 li ties , 

Yang- tang A/F 

3 

25-121! 

110-lOL 

CCAF 

6*560 ft , permanent runway, 
weight-bearing* 3-4?; limited 
radio* parkin : aprons* 

Fo-lo A/F 
(Hainan Island) 

i* 

18-30N 

108-U6E 

Not in use 

Two permanent runways, 1**920 ft* 
and 3,930 ft d in length; weight* 
bearing* 04*7; taxiway s ; parking 
apron a 

Ch c iung-shan A/F 
(Haiicou) 

1* 

20-03N 

110-20L 

CCAF 

Two 2* >200 fto permanent rum rays* 
Y^eight-bearing, 0-1*6; taxiway v 
parking aprons; hangars; limited 
radio; drum fuel storage; minor 
repair* 




s~ s-c-iws*t 
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Do Shipping 

1, What are the berthing, lighterage, ancho rage,, and repair facilities 
for the following portst Saigon. Tourane, Hue, Phnom Penh, Hanoi, Haiphong? 
Hongal o ruangven. Vinh, and others of importance? For the principle ports on 
Hainan? For the principal Chinese ports from Liu Chou P eninsula to the lndq~ 

china border? 

(a) SAIOON * 

The following is the berthage capacity at Saigoro 

Alongside Cargo Berths * 8 Liberty , UOQO®, 31-18 ! draft 

2 Cl-M, 790 s , 31-18 8 draft 
Lighterage* 2600 i6-9* draft 

Fixed Flooring Berths » 12 liberty 

Tanker Berths ■= 1 U50 s , draft 

5 250', 13 J draft 

Naval Berths - 1 390" W 

1 312 8 SS 

6 221 " m 

u 98" A1C 
1 80® FT 

Estimated military port capacity* 7,500 long tons of general 
cargo per 2U~hotir djQTo 

There are about 220 lighters, 1*600 junks, and barge 3 with a total of 
100,000 tons capacity,, Cargo to be discharged is usually transferred from 
vessels berthed alongside the vharvos, but cargo to be loaded (especially 
rubber and rice) is usually transferred from barges to ocean-going vessels 
moored in the midstream berth 6c 

There is no anchorage available except at the entrance to the port, near 
Cap St<> Jacques, Repairs of all types can be performed. There are two 
graving docks and two floating diydocks, but drydock facilities are limited 
to vessels of the size of an LSTo 

-n» 
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Machine shops and foundries are available at the Naval Arsenal , There 
are four marina railway's » Divers and diving gear* including deep sea 
equipment* are available* There are no salvage tugSo 

(b) TOUHAHSs 

The Public Works wharf has a useable length of lUO meters (June 1952)* 
An additional 103 meters of reinforced concrete are now under construction and 
are scheduled for completion in October 1952, 

Tanker berths# 1 small tanker, 1 tanker barge o 
There are two mooring buoys in the Tourane Rivero 
Cargo is discharged to lighters at the anchorage* 

The following harbor craft are maintained at the port* four tugs* six 
barges of l50 ton capacity each, four barges of 50~ton capacity each* and 20 
wooden lighters of unknown capacity* 

estimated military port capacity* 850 long tons per 21*~hour day* 

Vessels of light or moderate draft may anchor about hOO yards south-eastward 
of Observatory Island, in about 3| fathoms, mud, or mud and shells* with 
protection from all winds* Vessels of deep draft should anchor westward of the 
point on which Observatory Light is located* in depths of 6 to 8 fathoms* which 
is a more exposed position daring the northeast monsoon o 

Some repairs can be effected at the railroad workshops and at the shops of 
th® automobile transport company* 

(c) HOE* 

There are no lighters nor alongside berthing facilities except for 
small craft* 

There is good anchorage about l\ miles 16 degress from North Fort* 
in a depth of about 10 fathoms* sand* but it is very insecure during the north** 
east monsoon o 

There are no repair facilities at Hue* 

(d) mm PENH* 

Vessels usually berth at the wharves* although cargo is occasionally 
handled by lighters at the anchorage 0 The principal wharves available for 
overseas vessels arc: one concrete jetty (railroad wharf) of about 275 J of 
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berthing space j three floating landing stages 125' 195 “ longj additional 
provisional landing stages which can be set up on short notice! and two 
private jetties capable of handling small coastal tanker So 

There are two wharf cranes and four mobile cranes having a capacity 
of 1§«*5 tenso There are no floating craneso 

The port has three tugs, the largest of which is 150 horsepower There 
are five lighters available; two of 150 ton capacity, on© of 50 ton capacity, 
and two of 25 ton capacity* 

t*fsareas vessels are customarily berthed at the port, anchorage ie 
permitted in the Tonle Sap River, within the limits of the port* 

Only minor repairs, such as the repair of electrical equipment, can b© 
performed* There is a small machine shop but there are no foundries, heavy- 
duty cranes * drydocks, marine railways, diving equipment, or salvage tugs 0 
<e) HANOI* 

Hanoi has SaTOO’* of wharfage. Coastal vessels moor to buoys in tbs 
stream) four such berths are available * 

Humorous sampans and junks are available for lighterage * 
aaall vessels can anchor south of Hon Sup, a small island, in 3-3/1* 
fathoms o The anchorage area within the port is to the southward of Dower 
bridge in 3 fathoms 0 

There ara no repair facilities in the port* 

(f) HAXH&NG s 

The main wharf, with a depth of 10**22' alongside, has berths for 
two Cl-M 350 5 long and a 2,100* lighter wharfage* There is one tankor barge 
berth and one 350 DD berth* The present condition of the wharves is good* 

The mooring buoys in the river at Haiphong provide 7 berths, U for C1~K 
and 3 for coastal-type vessels o 

Several tugs and a large number of lighters with capacities up to 100 tons 
are available 0 

Ordinary repairs to hull and machinery can be effected* There are available 
6 small graving docks, the largest of which can accoteod^te an LSTo 

“13- 
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(g) BCHQAIt 

There are three coal loading berths, a coal lighter wharf, and a 
jet^r for small chips in the port* The three coal berths have 26 to 21 feet 
alongside * 

There are several coal lighters at Hong&i* 

Vessels can take anchorage southward of the entrance to Port Courbet* 

Two mooring buoys are laid in Fort Courbet* 

There is a workshop at Kongai with forges, foundries, and fitting shops, 
and the repairing of ships is undertaken* 

(h) qUAmTEHt 

Loading and unloading is accomplished by lighters only* Anchorage 
is available, but there are no repair facilitieso 

(i) VEZjji 

Benthui, located 10 miles up the Song Xa, is the port of Vinh* 

There are four wharves with high-water depths of 6J feet to 10 feet 
alongside* At low water vessels will ground on the mud* 

There is no information on lightors* 

Good anchorage in a depth of U| fathoms may be obtained abreast of th® 
tide gauge at Benthui* Vessels drawing 9 feet can anchor about HO yards off 
the wharves* 

The railroad shops can perform repairs* It is reported that a shipyard 
for the construction of wooden chips is located here* 

(j) BflftGOXs 

A pier with a T-head extends 1 2 300 yards southward from Xoncon, a 
point close eastward of Bangoi* There is a depth of rp-21® at its extremity* 
A fixed mooring for one small coaster is available * 

There are no lighters at Bangoi, except for junks and sampans* 

There is no difficulty in entering, and vessels can anchor anywhere in 
the harbor, according to draft* The best place is on the eastern side^ 


-lip* 
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northward of the entrance, off the assail piers 0 The holding ground is 
good* but a position should not be taken too near the shore as the locality 
is subject to on-shore equalise 

There are no repair facilities at this porto 

(k) CAM H14 PORT ? 

The coal wharf is 981* feet long and has a least depth of 26 feet 
alongside® There is also a lighter wharf 530 feat long with berthage facilities 
for five lighters, but it dries up at low water® A fixed mooring for 1 email 
coaster- type vessel is available * 

There are no lighters at Cam Fhs Port® Lighters are brought* as needed, 
from Haiphong® 

Good anchorage in depths of >4 to 5§ fathoms may be taken in the northern 
part of the channel® The swinging room is limited to a radius of 165 yards o 
Tiier® are minor repair facilities at this porto 

(l) PEX-LI, KAIBAK g 

The wharves* which occupy most of the waterfront* provide 2 ,1*1*5 
linear feet of berthing space consisting of & min mol© (1*200 by 500 feet), 
two mall piers (150 by 25 feat and 130 by 25 feet), and a construction mole 
(275 by 350 feet)* The berthing facilities will accomodate five standard 
coasters and eight lighters with depths of from 6 to 8 feet along side 0 

Thera ara no swinging berths in the harbor® Anchorage for large 

vessels outside the harbor is fully exposed, but small croft can find shelter 
in the lee of lu-lin-chcuo 

Numerous snail craft are available in the harbor® 

£0 data are available on repair facilities o 

(m) lU^CT^SAI^YA , r-IA 2fM g 

The wharf facilities provide 2,890 linear feet of berthing space of 
which 1,310 linear feet have depths from 26 to 30 feet, 1*250 linear feet have 
depths from 20 to 25 feet, and 330 linear feet have depths from 6 to 19 foot® 
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The berthing facilities will accommodate one Liberty-type vessel, two 
Cl~M~A?l~type vessels, eleven lighters, and one tanker* 

Anchorage facilities are apparently quite adequate in depths of at 
least 20 feet over good holding ground* 

There is no information available on harbor craft® 

Sonia small-boat repair work can be accomplished® 

(n) CHINA* 

The only Chinese port from Liu Chow Peninsula to Indochina for which 
there is any information is Pei-haio 

The harbor is 2| nautical miles long and § nautical mile wide outside 
the 3~fatliom curve* it is 18 to 27 feet deep* The entrance is open® 

Anchorage is open to oSE?:® There are ten Claes III free-swinging berths® 
(Claes III has a diameter of 300 yards and a 20 foot depth). 

There are no wharvas, pifars, quays, or other landing facilities® 
lighters and sampans land on a beach* 

There is no other information available on this port® 

2® Ifo&t are the conditions of the channels and approaches to these ports 
and what navigational aids arc now being maintained? What recent obstructions 
to navigation are known to oxl st? 

On most of these ports information has been drawn from hydrographic 
Office Publication No* 12$ e 1937, with i9$0 supplement* For more detail on 
navigational aids at these ports see this publication® 

(a) SAIGON* 

The Saigon River is the channel used by ocean-going vessels bound 
for Saigon® Navigation of the river is restricted to vessels of such drafts 
as can b© taken over the Coral Bank, an obstruction in the river about half-way 
between the entrance and Saigon, on which the least depth in the fairway is 
23 feet* Coral Bank has been dredged to provide a channel l&k yards wide and 
19i feet doep on the range line in the ahoalest section* 

There are several wrecks in the channel which are marked by a green 
buoy and & white buoy® 

In 19^9 , it was reported that the harbor had been practically cleared of 

% 

wrecks* 

There are beacons, buoys, and lights to mark the channels a signal station 
is located at llhaba, 9 miles below Saigon* 
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(b) TOURANE* 

The entrance of Tourane Bay* has depths of 10 to 12 fathoms, and the 
depths decrease gradually to the head of the bay, where the ^fathom curve 
is about one mile from the shore. 

Outside the 5- fathcan curve is Canton Rock, which lies on the southeastern 
side of the entrance 6£0 yards from shore. The rock has two heads; one dies 
two feet and the other is covered with one foot of water 0 A black conical 
buoy marks the northeastern side of the rock, but is frequently carried away by 
the se&o A stranded wreck lies about i mile southeastward of Observatory Light, 
Another stranded wreck, which is marked by a black and whit© buoy, lies about 
1-3/U miles westward of the light* Thero is also one capsized vessel off 
Customs Pier (Appontement des Douanes), Depths of less than 3 fathoms extent* 
on© mile off the month of the Tourane River 0 The Tourane River is obstructed 
by a bar, above which, abreast the town of Tourane, there are depths of 12 to 
2k feet* A channel, protected by a dike, has been dredged across the bar to 
a depth of Ik feetc The channel is marked by lighted beacons, and there are 
three unlighted beacons in the river above th© bar* In 19U?, it was reported 
that vessels drawing more than 11 feet should not attempt to enter the channel 
except when absolutely necessary, and then only during fine weather o 
(c) HUD ; 

The Hue River discharges through a low shore 23 miles northwestward 
of Chonmiy Bay 0 About 7 miles up the river is Hue* The river is suitable only 
for small craft. The best marks at Rus River are fiorth Fort, upon which there 
is a flagstaff, and tho beacons for leading over th© bar* 

There are no dangers in th© approach, but the lead should b© kept going* 
The entrance is about 200 yards wide with a depth of about 7 feet and is 
fronted by £ bar that extends about one mile sesward and has about the same 
depth* The controlling harbor depth is only 3 feeU 

An obstruction has boon placed at th© entrance to Hue River, so that 
Thuanan Pass is now impracticable© 

A native pilot can bo obtained. 
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(d) PHHOH PENHs 

The controlling depth during the low water stage is $ meters at 
high tide * There are no special limitations* 

A station at Cap St, Jacques communicates by international flags and 
flashing lights There are no signal stations which furnish information on 
subjects such as weather and traffic o 

There is no other information on this port* 

(e) HANOI : 

The main channel to Hanoi leads through the Lach Dai, thence it 
follows the course of the Song Bai* the Canal do Phu ly suntdl the Song Ka to 
Hanoi* The entrance is fronted by a dangerous bar and drying sandbanks which 
extend 7 miles off shore* The seaward end of the channel through the banks 
lies 5 miles east and 1 mile couth of Hon Ne, a small island which provides the 
best landmark for inward bound vessels Q Depth on the bar is 9 feet at high 
water, but the channel deepens immediately inside the river* Vessels of 9 
feet draft may navigate the channel at high water j at low tide they cannot 
proceed beyond Fhu ly* 

There is no information on navigational aids or obstruction to navigation, 

(f) HAIPHONG: 

Since the silting up of the Cua Cam, vessels of moderate draft use 
the Cua Nam Trieu, and then passing through the Maritime Canal they enter the 
Cua Cam about k miles below Haiphong* The depth in the dredged channel across 
the bar is 18 feet,, and the bottom is composed of fairly hard muddy sand* 
tinder optimum conditions, using favorable tides, a ship drawing 23 feet can 
proceed to Haiphong and berth alongside# 

Depths of 3 fathoms have been reported on and southward of the bar range 
in an area 5*7 to 7 miles from the front light* Depths of 1-3/U fathoms are 
also located on the rang© about 2-g milo s from the front light* Lose water 
than charted has also been reported for about 1 mile above the junction of this 
range with the next channel range* 

The dredging of the river and the channel across the bar is carried on 
only during the northeast monsoon* Ivhile the dredging is stopped the channel 
across the bar gradually fills to a minimum depth of about 16 feet at lowest 
low water* This is the lowest depth observed during the year and occurs in October 


Approved For Release 2001/08/21 : CIA-RDP92B01090R000300020023-8 



SHHHHrS 

Approved For Release 2001/08/21 : CIA-RDP92B01090R000300020023-8 

In Hay 19U9# a vessel drawing 18 feat 10 inches crossed the bar on a 
rising tide and observed a depth of 21 feet k inches , According to the 
Haiphong pilots a vessel drawing 19 feat 8 inches can always cross the 
bar on the next tide* Vessels frequently go in and out at night* as the 
channel is well lighted* e inept that lights of sane buoys have been 
extinguished du© to Viet Minh action© 

Maritime Canal is an artificial cut through the middle of Dinh Vu 
Island® It is nearly 1 mile long and has a low-water depth of 18 feet* 

The navigable width of the canal is 300 feet* 

In the harbor* the only obstruction is a wreck of a floating dry dock 
lying awash east of Transit dharf and clearly visible <> 

A light marks the position of a stranded wreck about \ mile westward 
of the front range light that leads up the first reach of the Kua Ham Trieu* 
An obstruction* over which there is a uepth of J fathom, lies on the north- 
eastern side of the channel over the bar about six miles southeastward of 
the front range light © 

Pilotage is compulsory and necessary because of uncertain depths o 

(g) HONQAIg 

A dredged channel, marked by five red conical buoys* leads across Halong 
Bay from near Surprise Island to the deep* water area off Kongai© 

Hamelin Channel is the deepest route to Hongai* The general depths are 
not less than 15 feet except in one area whore the depth is 12 feet* 

Lights are exhibited along Hamelin Channel * Beacons and. buoys are also 
displayed in the ar®e 0 

The channel through the bar southward of C hemal and Hepos Islets in 19 h& 
had a depth of 12 feet and a bottom of soft mud® At this depth a vessel 
drawing 19 feet could negotiate the channel at half tide and one drawing 26 
feet at high water* These two channels are marked by buoys, and pilots are 
available© 

(h) QBANGTEtl g 

Quangyen is a river port 9 miles above Haiphong© The controlling depth 
of the entrance is 7 feet and that of the harbor is 6 feet* Ho further 
information is available* 
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(i) rmh 

The entrance points of the Song Ka River* on which is located 
Benthui* ar© both low and sandyo On the northern one is a small fort* and 
on the southern one a pagoda P 

The bar* which is composed of hard sand and subject to changes* extends 
over one mile seaward from the southern entrance point* In 1930 a channel 
with a width of 164 feet and a depth of 12 feet was dredged across the bar* 
This channel is marked by buoys* which are moved as changes occur * At high 
water the channel is available for vessels drawing 18 feet* A more recent 
report states that the entrance channel is dredged to 8 ^ feet* but due to 
silting constant dredging is necessary* 

The port is open to junks or to very small steamers 0 

Lights* buoys* tidal and storm signals are available at Benthuio 

(j) BANGOIg 

Camranh Bay* through which vessels pass to roach Bangoi* is one of 
the finest harbors on the coast of Anazxu It is available to all classes of 
vessels and offers secure anchorage at all seasons o The bay is composed of 
an outer and inner harbor and is surrounded by mountains* 

•s 

Grand Passage* the channel through the outer section of the bay* is 
nearly 1 **3/k miles wide between Tagne Island on the east and the small island 
of Hon Trung on the westo The passage has depths of 12 and 13 fathoms and 
is free of danger* 

Camrsnh Harbor* the inner part of Camranh Bay* is 8 miles in length by 
about 2 miles in breadth* The deeper section of the harbor is about 3 miles 
long by li miles wide* is free of shoals* and has depths of 6 to S fabhaaso 

The harbor is easy of access and affords good and landlocked anchorage 
over good holding ground of mud* Le Goulet* the entrance* is nearly 3/h mile 
wide and has depths of 10 to 13 fathomso 

There are lights* buoys* and stem signals available* 

(k) CM FHA FQRTs 

Cam Pha Channel leads northward to Cam Pha Fort* The least depth 
in the channel is 2--3/U fathoms* and vessels drawing 26| feet can enter the 
porta 
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There are beacons* buoys, and lights available in the channel and 
harbor© 

Pilotage is compulsory* 

(i) murn i 

The approach to the harbor is through the open waters of Pei-li 
Chiang* The depths are about 2h feet near the harbor entrance. Landmarks 
are conspicuous© The harbor is entered past either and of the detached 
breakwater* The northeastern entrance is 2k0 yards wide and the southwestern 
entrance is 260 yards wide* Depths in either entrance are 21 feet* 

(m) XV-JM—SM-TA* HAINAN * 

The land-locked northern part of Xu~lin Chiang is separated from. 
the southern part by a channel 120 yards wide and with a least depth of 28 
feeto The entrance to the river estuary at San-ya Chiang is about 100 yard© 
wide and has depths of about 19 feet* 

navigation aids are available! pilotage is not necessary* 

Natural landmarks are not conspicuous© 

3 0 yfaat fuel oil stocks and fuel oil i ..storage facilitie8_^^^g urrggUg 
available in these port s? 

Total potroleum storage capacity of Indochina amounts to 9W3$r913> 
barrel Sj! distributed as follows* 


Port Cj 

roacity in barrels 

Saigon 

733*832 

Haiphong 

166,239 

Tourane 

29,372** 

Phnom Penh 

17,500 

Hsnoi 

1*970 

Total 

92*8,915 

« At Tourane other tanks with a capacity of 3?*, 7 1*0 

barrels are under construction by the Shell Oil Company* 
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The pefcs^oleum storage capacity at Saigon is distributed as 

follows 


Product 

Capacity in barrels 

Avgas 


27,123 

Mogas 


136,260 

Kerosene 


72,185 

Gas oil 


12,1*70 

Diesel oil 


178,083 

Fuel oil 


121,898 

Miscellaneous 


185,813 

Total 

733,832 


Diesel oil is available at Phnom Penh, but no bunker C oil is 
available,, Thera is no data on fuel oil stocks at any of the other ports 
in Indochina d There is also no data on fuel oil stocks or storage for 
Pei-li* Hainan or Pei-hai, China. At fu~l±n^San-ya, Hainan* a petroleum 
denct is known to have six storage tanks and something over l$ f 000 square 
feet of storage space 0 It is estimated that the storage tanks have a 
capacity of h $ *> 000 barrel s 0 

Information follows on Fort Wallut, Ream, Qui Nhon, and I^r Tho, 
which are considered to be as important as, or more important than, ih® ports 
named in questions 1* 2 and 3o 
{nj FORT UMJJJT * 

0 

&<> Berthage 

200 linear feet of lighter wharfage, at i&aio masonry 
quay* suitable for I sidling general cargo^ 
bo Lighters available - Hons 
Co Anchorage and raocrinps 

Protected anchorage and Wrf of harbor entrance 
for a total of 2 standard ocean-type vessels and 
ta coasters, in good holding ground* 

One mooring buoy for a small ocsan«type vessel, about 
900 feet K of quay® 
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d<> Estimated military port capacity - 200 long tons per 
day, all by lighterage 0 

e* Repair facilities - Two hauling-out ramps for snail boats* 

(°) REAM (10° 30« N, 103° 38* E) 

#1 

®° Berthage - Alongside cargo berths? 300 feet of lighter 
wharfage® Fixed mooring berths: None 
b® Lighters available - Nona 

e« Anchorage - 10 destroyer or coaster anchorages* 
d* Estimated military port capacity - 100 long tons per day* 
e* Repair facilities - None 
#2 Harbor 

a e Approaches - Southerly approach free and clear with depths 
over 30 feet to entrance, westerly approach more difficult 
due to islands and shoals but has depth in excess of 60 feet® 
b* Channels ~ Main entrance from the south, width 2/3 of a 
mile, depth 21 ftj Western entrance 1^ miles width with 
depths of 28 feet* Depths shoal to 15 feet at the northern 
end of the harbor strait* 

Co Navigational aids - Two metal pylons indicate axis of 
entrance channel » No other navigational aids exist in 
vicinity of port* 
do Harbor obstructions - None 

e* Pilotage - It is thought that pilotage is not required at 
Ream,. Thjre is no Information on availability oi pilots* 

#3 Petroleum - None 
(p) QUI NBOH (13° 1*0 « N, 109° 15* S) 

a* Berthage - Alongside cargo berths? 600 lin* ft® of lighter 
wharfage* Fixed mooring berths: None 
b© Lighters available - Several lighter and junks® 
c* Anchorage - Berths for 9 coastor~type vessels® 
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d 0 Estimated military port capacity - 600 long ions per dayo 
e„ Hepair facilities - None 

02 The harbor which opens directly into the sea has no 

obstructions or restrictions in the approach Is entered 
by a passage 600 feet wide and dredged to 16 feeto Depths 
in harbor fairway are from 72 to 16 feeto The harbor is 
well marked with lighted and unlighted aids and require 
periodic dredging* 

#3 Petroleum storage - None 

(q) m TBD (10° 21" H, 106° 21»,E) 

#1 

&o Berthage « Alongside cargo berths? 1*1*00 feet of lighter 
wharfage o Fixed mooring berths? • None 
bo Lighters available - Undetermined but several barges and 
numerous native small craft are available 0 
Co Anchorage - None 

do Estimated military port capacity <*» 500 long tons per day« 

©* Repair facilities - One 90 to 100 foot graving dock, limited 
minor repairs cm be undertaken,, 

#2 H arbor 

ftc Approach - Approach to the Song Cua Tieu, the :nost northerly 
of the Mekong mouths is used* A bar 10 miles to seaward has 
least depth of 8 feet and J miles widtho Inside the bar* 
depths are somewhat greater to My Tho<, About 20 miles above 
the main approach the channel passes the -long Cua Bai, a 
distributary of the Mekong <> The fairway from this point has 
a 10 ft least depth and 1,000 ft width, and ejrtends 7 miles 
to Mjy Tho where the river depth is 12 ft* off 3^y Tho c 
bo Navigational aids - The fairway is unmarked* 

Co Harbor obstructions - On© sunken sloop off the northern side 
of Cu Lao Song is only artifical obstruction to navigation,, 
do Pilotag e -- Pilotage is necessary but there are no data on 
number or comnetency of pilots o 
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II. Trad© 

A» VJhat kind and quantity of supplies have been shipped to the Viet HI nh 
by Coamnr n ist China arid by other Soviet Bloc nations? ¥?hich l^outec are used 
primarily? TThat are tlie economic capabilities of Communist China to supply 
Viet Kinh? 

Ac, Trade with the Cogaaratst Bloc 

1* Imports from Comnamist China 

Reports from a variety of sources which in most cases cannot be 
evaluated suggest that within the past year Communist China has sent the 
following supplies to the Viet ITinhs 

a<» Arms and aoramition i Mountain gunsi anti-aircraft guns; light 
machine guns; heavy machine guns; field guns; howitzers; mortars; rifles, 
including Browning automatic rifles; pistols; rocket launchers; spare parts 
ammunition; HIT and other explosives; fuzes; detonators; projectiles; 
grenades and grenade throwers; and land mines „ 
b t . Comraissary g 

(a) Food s Rice; maize; dried sweet potatoes; cereals; and 
soy beans, flour 0 

(b) Clothing s Uniforms; cotton material; a my blankets; cloth 
shoes; rubber shoes; steel helmets 0 

Co Transportation and communication equipment ; Trucks; tires; spare 
parts; gasoline; oil; kerosene; radio sets and field transmitterso 
do Other ? Medical and clinical supplies; X-ray metal testing 
equipment; balances; electric meters; electric drills; files; abrasives; 
saw. blades; iron and steel for making cables; electrical distributing 
machinery; agricultural machinery; oxygen containers; oxygen-generating 
machines; gas masks; binoculars; industrial mchinery* 

In spite of the fact that those reports frequently include quantity 
figures, the frequent over lapping of the time periods covered and, more 
important* the inccw^atibility of quantity designations (e & g c rounds, cases, 
or tons of ammunition) make it impossible to reconcile quantity figures or 
to arrive at a meaningful total 0 Moreover, in a few cases where cross-checking 
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of reported totals .has been possibles the tiagnituda of the resultant 
discrepancy has cost further doubt upon the validity of the figures reported 0 
2 o Imp orts from the USSR and other Soviet-blcc nations 

Nc reliable information is available concerning direct trade between 
the Viet Minh and the USSR or other Soviet—hloc nations o Many of the itess 
imported by the Viet Minh frcra China, however, are of Soviet or Soviet-bloc 
manufacture o be believe, therefore, that there is some trade either directly 
or indirectly and that such trade is of importance to the Viet Minho 
3c Supply routes 

Although ird'oTLiation concerning supply routes from Corxiunist China 
to the Viet F/inh is extensive, it is by no means conclusive* The most 
important supply routes apparently foliar the natural invasion routes entering 
Indochina at Bong Bang or To Lung along the Kwangsi. border and proceeding to 
Langson (by railroad or truck) or to Cao Bang (by truck ) G Low grade reports 
indicate that, on the Kwangsi side, supplies reaching or originating in Nanning 
are 3ent to the border via Lungchow or Chingshl to Chennankuan and P Q inghsiango 
There is no reliable information concerning possible supply routes north and 
east of Nanning* 

Uo Econqaic capabilities of Conmunist China to supply the ViH, Mich 
Presently available information does not permit a quantitative 
estimate of Chinese Communist capability to supply the Viet Iiinh 0 It seems 
probable,, however^ that ultimate capability exceeds the present rate of 
assistance o Except perhaps for some categories of specialised mili tary 
equipment, the rate of supply is apt to be determined primarily by policy 
decisions concerning the extent to which it is desirable to sustain the Viet 
Minh at the expense of civilian sectors of the Chinese economy and of Chinese 
military efforts elseY/here* The outcome of the Korean tnj.ee negotiations will, 
therefore, bear directly on the future capacity of Communist China to supply 
the Viet M i nh , particularly with munitions „ 

quantity of 3uppli.es of major importance have been shipped 
jff Minh by non-Bloc nations? Which rentes are used primarily ? 

Because of the French blockade and the unavailability of exports from 
Viet Minh areas, it is unlikely that there is any substantia! trade between 
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non-toonunl st bloc nations anu tine * iet ...inhv ao figures are ava„« iablo, 
however- There is probably a limited .mo.jnt of trade between v'iot Inh 
franco- v’iotnamese~hulb areas in Vietnam, despite Government efforts to 
a&iutain a land and sea blockade* Individuals who have fleu from /lot -inh 
territory have stated* without confirmation, that trusted . orders’ (bakunist; 
Tarty members are designated in each sector to conduct trade with n era- Gear itmist 
re cions, and cash trade is supposed to bo svdViel~utly lucrative to arouse 
envy a t ..ong loss favored individuals. 

although the total volume of suen trade is probably not great, it ^*y be 
of considerable importance to tlie tfiet ~inh becaure of specific shortage s. 
Uncauixmed reports suggest that special efforts arc made to secure medical 
supplies, fuel, and transportation equipment and parts, 

There have also been reports of arms smuggling between Thailand and Viet 
Kina areas, carried on by coastwise shipping to Cocaaunist-held areas in Cochin- 
china and overland through Cambodia* Ho estimates hove b ©s.i made of the 
volume of this traffic., 

C t Vnlch Indochinese expor t s are of major importance to non-bloc nations ? 

Principal Indochinese airports arc* rice, coal aiid rubber, frouactun of 
all these commodities has boon drastically curtailed by destruction of equip- 
ment and transportation, by actual military operations, one. in the cose oi 
rice, by Governmental restrictions on airports. Only rubber production has 
been restored to ^proxiuately its pre-war level* Induction of acreage devoted 
to rice production in Vietnam lias cut exports from a pre-war annual average 
in excess of one- million tons to 300,000 tons in 1991.. at is unlikely that 
1992 exports will exceed 1 * 00,000 tons.. . xports from Cambodia are banned at 
pic sent, portly due to fears oi* shortage and partly to a nationalistic drive 
to develop local milling facilities to replace the practice of shipping 
paddy through the port of Saigon. 

Sven reduced exports of rice are vital, however, because of rice deficits 
in other Asian countries, .lust oration of prewar production levels would 
contribute imp crtantly . to improvement of tlio presently critical rood. supply 
for large areas of the Far ^ast. 
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Stockpiles 

information Is tlicr^ regar ding the kind,, quantity » and location of sto ck- 
-dies whac k eigrii oo employ e d In Indochina ? 

Ac: -tock-uI.es within Viet Ilnli te rritory 

There are two types of supply dumps * those established on the border 
where Uiu Viet kinh take deliver of the material and those established 
alone tho roads which run through the Viet kinh zone., 

1, Depots established on the border are as fallows; Thuy Cuu (most 
important)* Ai Ktou* Peng Xhe, ban "uan, Phuc Soa* 

2* Depots established in the interior of the Viet -.inh zoi io are as 
follows: Da yac* Gao Ay, Choi hoi, long Hinh* Giang Tien, tho I;gu v Ha Ilieu, 

Dinh Ca, ha hour, Tuyen puanc, fhy Tho* Thai Nguyen* and Yen ' Day* The most 
important of those depots are those of Ha IT&c* Gao Ny and Dinh Ca* Tlie fa fac, 
Gao /y* Tuyon nang* Dinh Ca depots axe reserved for the storing of armament, 
ilie Daxig Kinh and iia Uiou depots are reserved mostly for the storing of medical 
mc-twriol* Tho Giang Tien and birth Ca depots are used mostly for quartermaster 
supplies® All of these depots (particularly Ha Sac) also suore gasoline,. 

The quantity of supplies in those various dumps is not known* 
i. t> Stockpiles within Couth f aina 

Information concerning the location of stockpiles in Couth China, and 
tiiu quantities and types of material stored in this area* it* ~s a general 
rule* limited to lew-grade reports of doubtful reliability* Furtkenaore* the 
information contained in such reports is emtrt sosly fragne ataxy u .von if the 
reports v/oro taken at face value* they would- provide insufficient information 
upon which to /sake an estimate either of the quantities of iaateriai stored 
In any given location ox* of ti'ie total inventories of material, in tije entire 
Gouth China area or any other arca of China, 

The general tenor of the repeats, hoi/uvor, indicates test military supplies 
are stored in warehouses and storage facilities in virtually all of the principal 
teams and cities along the Couth China rail net (diangsha,- Ilengyang* Kukong* 

Can tone, Kweilin* Iduchou* Hanning* etc.) as well as in numerous river towns 
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sucih as V.uchou arid Huiyargo A number of reports indicate that military supplies 
are stored in the V.’hanpoa area, the Wanshan Islands, and Hainan Island., Host 
reports concerning Hainan <re probably greatly exaggerated 0 In the China- 
Inodchina border area, sto cpiles and/or warehouses (including caves, temples, 
and private residences which tove been converted into warehouses) have boon 
reported in the Kengrr ng, urn gchou, Fangcheng, Yamchcw, Chinghsi, and Running 

areas c 

Apart from generalized statements that "military supplies" are stored in 
a parti cular ~*ea, the reports indicate that a wide variety of military items 
are stockpJ-Qd* including rifles, mortars, artillery pieces (including AA), 
ammuni ti' •, food, clothing, medical supplies, signal equipment, engineering 
equip, nt, POL, trucks, spare part?, explosives, and "strategic materials,," 
fjr.re is insufficient information upon which to assess these categories with 
.aspect to quantity of a given category in any single location or the total 
quantity for the area as a whole 0 
Panpower 

A„ That i s the military manpower of the Viet Minh? Tfoat is the recruitment 
potential? that are the limiting factors - equipment, trained cadres, otter? 
That are the replacement policies of Viet Minh ? 

A recently released French study estimates that within their areas of control 
in Viet nam , the Viet Minh can draw on a population of 9«712,OOO e Of this 
number, 1,112,000 are males of military age (184 j 5) who are fit for combat □ 

The study points out, however, that theoretical Viet Minh recruiting capabil- 
ities are actually of little importance, since the requirements for fighting 
troops; for administrative, communications, transport, and police services; 
and for procurement of food supplies indicate that the number of additional 
men available for the Viet Minh Amy, above presently constituted forces, is 
really very slight.. The Viet Minh has difficulty, furthermore, in exploiting 
nil manpower not controlled by the French and Associated States particularly 
in remote and backward regions. On the other hand, the Viet Minh has been 
able to recruit some manpower located within the Red River Delta and in areas in 
Cochin-China which are surrounded by French Union Troops „ 
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The Viet Kin! has tiros far revealed the capacity to replace combat 

casualties and other losses 9 although there are reports that the military man- 
power situation has recently deteriorated, both in terms of morale and availa- 
bility of replacement* Although unconfirmed thus far, these reports suggest 
that increasing numbers of teenage youths are being drafted for military 
service, and that there have been relatively large-scale desertions from some 
units » The accuracy of these reports probably cannot be determncd prior 
to the end of the summer rainy season, when fighting may be renewed m a scale 
larger than at present. Even if the Viet ITinh is having difficulty meeting 
its nanpotrer requirements, it is probable that it3 regular units will be 
reconstituted by the end of the 1952 rainy season c 

It seen© likely that the Communists Trill be able to maintain roughly 
the present degree of mobilization, in the absence of territorial gains by 
the Franco-V ie tnames e forces, a reduction of supplies and technical assistance 
from the Chinese Communists, cr some unforeseen development which severely 
reduced the food supplies available to the Viet Mnh© 

Increased mobilization, on the other hand, is inhibited by the 
necessity of maintaining existing levels of food and armaments production, by 
shortages of scans types of military equipment, and by depletion of trained 
combat cadres in battle or through disease y It is probable that some types 
of technical training, particularly in artillery and communications, are 
being provided in China, and maintenance of the present degree of combat 
efficiency is probably dependent on continuance of these forms of assistance© 
Uo information has been received concerning troop rotation and 
replacement policies of the Viet Minh© 

Bo Vdiat is the extent of Chinese Communist personnel assistance to the 
VietMnh? 

1° Chinese Communist technical "advisors 11 with the Viet Minin the 
number, training, status, function and inf l uence of these people© 

2© Chinese Communist Uilitaiy w volunteers 11 with the Viet Minhs the 
number, method of integration, command relationships, training, status , 
function and influence of these people© 
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It has been fairly well established that Chinese Cconmist 
personnel ins true tors 3 technicians political and military advisers* and 

perhaps transport labor along major supply routes «—■ have been operating 
with the Viet Itinho Estimates on the extent of this personnel assistance, 
however* have varied widely Q • hile the average of the several estimates 
in the past has been in the neighborhood of ID,, 000 to 15*000* there has 
been a gradual decrease during 1952 1 and the present strength estimate is 
roughly 5*000o This decrease was apparently attributable to the progress 
made by the Viet IHnh in their organization* to the development of training 
carrps in South China, and to the difficulties encountered in the presence 
of Chinese in Viet Ilinh zones* V-ith respect to this latter point* it in 
felt that the Viet Itinh* t.tole not denying the necessity of Chinese 
Communist assistance* have been attesting to reduce the numbers of 
advisors and technicians in Viet Mmh zones because of the possibility of 
a resurgence of traditional antipathy among the Indochinese for the Chinese 0 

There are no identified Chinese Cormmist combat units in 
Indochina except for s am units which may temporarily cross the northern 
Tonkin border for local operations from time to tirae 0 There are in addition* 
various border tribesmen (probably from both sides of the border) in Viet 
linh units o 

There have been frequent references to a so-called "volunteer* 1 
force in South China organised to fight in Indochina If this should eventually 
become desirable* The specified mission* composition* organization and 
size of this force are not known* 

The Viet tlinh may* in fact* pursue a deliberate policy of restricting 
contacts between Chinese personnel and the Vietnamese population* in order 
to avoid arousing historic animosities held by most Vietnamese toward the 
Chinese* Thera are no confirmed reports of Chinese combat casualties* 
except for minor operations along the northern border c It appears p 
therefor©* that Chinese ComnamivSt personnel operate primarily in conjunction 
with central administrative units and at higher command levels;* and such 
a policy would definitely limit the capacity of the Viet Minh organization 
to absorb foreign specialists and advisers 0 
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The precise nature of the relationship between Chinese Cojmnmist 
advisers m& i he Viet Iiinh personnel with who n they operate is unclear* 
There is no evidence to suggest that Pei~p c ing lias forced the Viet llinh 
leadership into accepting personnel assistance, and the degree of direction 
or control exercised by these specialists is uiiknom* 

It is probable that there are Chinese Coimmist agents operating 
within the Chinese community in IekIo china s . which is largely concentrated 
in the South Vietnam city of Cholcn and its environs 5 and there have been 
numerous ^ m icoiif ‘irmed ^ reports of special schools in China for training 
organisers and intelligence specialists for work in Indochina© Neither 
the number nor the functions of these specialists can be given© 

C© To what extent are Viet fTinh technicians^ including airforce pilots 
and mechanics being tr ained by the Chinese Communists? V«hat type and how 
prany speci alised units have the Chinese Comunis ts trained ? 

The Chinese Comrxinists are reported to be training Viet Tiinh drivers ? 
mechanics f and personnel for the more specialized units such as artillery* 
signal corps 9 medical 3 and engineer© Nost of this training is taking place 
in C hina © The number of units receiving this training is not known. 
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Since early 1950 the 'Uet Firii High Command has r sc nu ted specially qualified 
young men to taka parachute,, &ir me-jhardo, and flying courses* Jr 1950 it was 
claimed that they possessed about 10 American, aircraft, single and t«rju> engine c with 
na qualified personnel to fly them* Since that time various report? have indicated 
Viet Minh pilot training at Chinese airfields in Kwaagsi, Yunnan ; ami /wcngtung 
Provinces^ A recent unsubstantiated report alleged that Soviet, Chinese Communist, 
and 7iet Minn representative© had decided that the Viet Minh had encurn air officers 
for the nucleus of an air force and that 250 aircraft “would be subsequently transferred,, 
A June 1952 report stated that 19? pilots from Indochina were sent to Fei-p^inc* 
enroute to the USSR for advanced pilot training,. 

In northern Vietnam are airstrips -which could be used by a Viet Minh Air Force « 
There landing strips are not more than 3,£>C long, but would be adequate for 

the Lavoeh Kin, Yale, and PS-2 ,, Vi at Minh headquarters are at Thai Nguyen Airfield 

lOS-SOE}, and installation: with slight military potentials Lang son Airfield 
(21-50N, 1064*6s) , the best field possessed by the Viet Flnh, could be made service- 
able for conventional-fighter and light -bomber operations in a maximum of seven daye 3 
An air-training program for Viet Kinh personnel is being undertaken by the 
Chinese Communists with advice and supervision from the Soviets* However, the French 
Air Force has e to date, received no air opposition from the Viet Minh., 

7. Food 

A ., To wha text srit does Viet Hi oh meet its own ford requirements! Wha t are the 
princip al items? The quant i ties ? 

There is no reliable information concerning the extent to which food production 
in Communist* contr oiled areas satisfies Viet Minh fosd requirements,. Although 
certain inferences regarding the general agricultural situtation within Viet Minh-' 
controlled areas can be drawn: from numerous propaganda broadcasts outlining 
agricultural policy, the need for intensified production, ana the importance of the 
rice tax, and from the fact that rice crops have become important military objectives, 
no quantitative data ar© &v&i£^l^$hav±ng Viet Minh requirements and/or food 
production,; It is probable 9 however, that tho Viet Minh would be unable to meet 
it© food requirements in the absence of its present ability to commandeer supplies 
in regions nominally held by Franc Vietnamese forces e 

Principal food items In the Viet Minh diet are assumed to be generally the 
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same as for Indochina as fe whole* with rice a ad call of primary importance. It i* 
believed that items of secondary importance available to the Viet Minh include fish* 
maniac* sweat potatoes* soy beans and various other vegetables e Quantities are un- 
known,, 

g„ VJhat additional food re sources would be ava il able t $ the Viet Jtiflh if i t were to 
take all of Tonkin ? AIl^ of_ Indo^Iv ina T 

If the Viet Minh were to take all of Tonkin the most important result in terms of 
food resources would be the acquisition of the rice-producing areas of the rich lied 
Hiver Delta p the most productive In all of northern Vietnam* Th^y would also gain 
control of important salt pans in the lower river delta 0 At present, however * North 
Vietnam is a rice-deficit area* so that seizure of all Tonk-u would not* In the 
short run, solve the food problems of the Viet Minh. Current shipments Cochia- 

China would presumably be cut off, and only extensive efforts to increase total 
production in the Worth would make the area self-sufficient in .foodstuffs* 

If the Viet Minh were to gain control of all Indochina , the Communists would not 
only solve their own f osd supply problems „ but have a potential rice surplus which 
presumably would be exported to the Communist bloc® In addition to riot supplies* 
important corn-producing and cattle-raising areas in Cambodia would fall to the Viet 
Minh, 

C o How does ric e pr oduc tion and^ supplies aff ec t Viet Minh milit ary opera 1 1 ons ? 

Coimundst military operations are frequently undertaken primarily for the purpose 
of securing rice supplies. Current Viet Minh operations within the Tonkin delta appear 
to ba designed chiefly to sei ze harvested rice and to secure recruits® The timing of 
the harvest seasons , apparently also effects Viet Minh military operations to some ex- 
tent, and Communist propaganda broadcasts have suggested that troops are frequently 
used g at critical timer ? to harvest and transport rice, Hecent Communist ‘guerrilla 
activities in Cambodia have shown increasing concentration, in rice-supplus areas. 

Do To what extent are the Viet Minh forces dependent on food imports from Communist 
China -and other Bloc nation s ? Pr om __n o n-B loc nation " ? 

There are reports of food imports from Communist China (see II. 4), but no 
quantities are known. The total volume of supplies shipped from Cfcina is believed 
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to be sufficiently low* however* so th?t foodstuffs probably amount to little r;o,e 
than efforts o meet seasonal, shortages in the least productive regions® 

There no information concerning possible food inports from other countries * 

VI o 13.1 It ary P r odu ction Cagaci ty 

r o that are the principal areas in wh ».cfc Viet liii& military suppli.ee arc i^mu» 
factured'?' that quantities and types of weapons and equipment are being produced 
ter the Viet mrih? 

The principal area of Viet Firih in which military supplies are being manu- 
factured is Tbnkino Then) is considerable manufacture of small ams* including 
mortars and bazookas ad also (munition for these weapons* but no evidence of tlie 
manufacture of heavier weapons or their ammunition « The indtotry is very primitive 
and carried on in a number of small establishments with little equipment Because 
of their small siae* the establishments are highly mobile and can move to avoid 
capture® Inasmuch as shortages of equipment* rat? materials and technical knowledge 
seriously restrict the capabilities of the industry* it. loo c not meet the needs of 1 
Viet Ilinh forces® Ilirdted amounts of pistdte* rifles* submachine guns* grenadec and 
snail arms ammunition arc produced® Although ihcse amounts -are not si Katie or suffi- 
cient* they supplement supplies from China and serve to neet temporary gaps in these 
supplies® 

Bo Are the Viet Ilinh developing Northern Annsm into a strong economic and -military 

base ? 

Tlie development of north Annan into a strong economic ba.ee oy the Viet Uinh 
ie considered unlike lyo North Annan ladies the mineral reso -.rcca for industry that 
arc foivd In Tonkin* Also* the area wuld probably not be used as a large supply 
base m it is located too far from sources of supply on the Corrrjnist. Chlna-Indo- 
china bordero Because of po©r transportation facilities* it would be difficult to 
transport material overland to north Annan* The movement of supplies by water from 
Hainan Island is difficult also because of the French naval blockade® 

Co To what extent are they capable of meeting the ir own requ irements; vh' 1c rain- 
taining tlie present level of military actively ? 

- 32 - 

SECRET 


Approved For Release 2001/08/21 : CIA-RDP92B01090R000300020023-8 



Approved For Release 2001/08/21 : CIA-RDP92B01090R000300020023-8 


SECRET 

The Viet Itiri sax net considered capable of meeting their mm requirements 
at the present level of military activity* They have no resources for the manu* 
facuire of heavy equipment or large caliber ammunition and can cnly partially support 
their requii'enents in small arris and amuidiior, 
v II* Poll ileal 

A* What is the erga- Izatlcm.l _ structure of the Cor. unlct regime in the DRV * 

(b) the Lien V iet; an d (c) the Workers Par ly? Whs v, ^ of s&r& bo 
a mong Viet I-lirih leadership* and among t he v cpxl cti :-n :ul thin Diet i£nh --con try '.iod 
territory^ the extent of co rn-c lidal. -.on of c ontrol over t^rri;torigs_ held by the 
Viet hinhg_ the pol±td.rxl^ e co nomic an d pol ice injjt rumer:ts of control^ t he ex t ent 
to which the regime is welcom ed r nd support ed^ the degree of po i f g>y» 
enjoyed by non-Covrtani a: t Party lcadersldp;. the p res ent role of flo^?M-Hinh; the 
present role of other Vi et h inh lea ders; frictions^ If ary, existing be tween 
the Viet K in h and the Chinese Comrmdst s ; the existence, if any y of Viet Uinh 
"nationalist,” as distinguished from "Communist* 3 aspirations^ the, displa cing* 
iLBt'jL o f indigenous leadership an d infl uence by C hinese pressure or persona l!** 
ties , ; Ue existence^^ if < any^ i of fictions between Peiping an d lioscow concerning 
superior influence over the DR V ? 

The Qr a nijsational Structure of the Communist Regime 

The *Pav»o In general terns, the "DRV” appears to be evolving according 
to the pattern fcOfoued in other Communist satellites- The process of consolidating 
control anti organising governmental functions goes on despite the non-con tig liy of 
Communis t-heM areas and the continuation of the war which has abacs most of the 
available human and material resources of the region for almost seven years* 

i 

Hie Government proper, headed ly "President 3 Ifc Chi ninh, ostensibly functions 
through a cabinet which includes the usual ministries o .Direction of the war effort 
is primarily in the hands of a Supreme Council of national Defense, which *>^arently 
exercises power over the civilian sec tore of the economy as yell as military plane 
and operations* The National Assembly, formed folloxd.ng the "elections" of January 
I9h&» i© not known to have functioned since- Goverwmn% therefore, is by decree 
of the Council of rlnicters* 
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At lower levels, the principal governmental adnlaistrative or.T-cs are the 
Moist ance and Admintotmtivc CarRilteoe, established in Viet Finn Inter***®, pro- 
vincee, and localities. These bodies presumably are organised in sections correcpon- 
ding to particular government functions, but little ic !e-otJn concerning their actual 
structure and operation,; In sons instances, military near landers ala> occupy posts in 
the civil adminto fcration<. Hie propaganda and indoctrination apparatus is organisa- 
tionally headed by the Information .'Service, with a Director of cabinet rank. 


The judicial systan appears to be developing into a system of -people's tribunal*," 
which lias resulted in. the displacement of French magistrates by officials who reach 


decisions on the basis of the political objectives of the regime* 

At the present time, the '’BUT" constitution is reportedly being revised, with 
the declared objective of removing the remnants of "bourgeois parliamentarianiaB." 

Part r/^ ^0 lien Viet, or national thited Front, 
is an amalgamation of political parties and mass organisations. It includes the 
Workers 9 (Ocraaunist) Party which, in fact, dominates its activities, and the Demo- 
cratic and Socialist Parties which arc apparently designed to secure the support 
of non-Ownunist intellectuals for the "DRV" program. In addition, "Front" groups 
representing occupational, cultural, and religious groups are affiliated with the 
Men Viet, and serve as a device for recruiting widespread participation in acti- 
vates i ha;', are sanctioned by the leadership which, latdmately, is the Communist 
hartyo 

Headed by an LxecuUve Committee composed of representatives of the constituent 


organisations, the Lien Viet ic organised at intersono, provincial, and local levels 
paralleling the government structure. Apparently, the lien Viet committee at my 
particular level is supposed to coordinate its activities with Use programs of the 
corrcs , ronding Resistance and Administrative Committee, in addition to being responsible 


for carrying out special tasks assigned by the fjcecutive Committee of the Lien Viet, 
Workers' 1 (Communist) Party, The Worker** Party declares itself to be the 


"leading element in the national struggle for independence, '■ and is acknowledged to 
be the source of ultimate guidance by all administrative and "front" group organi- 
sations. It is therefore, as in other Communist states, the key to the actual operation 
of the entire governmental structure. Control in maintained primarily by placing 
Party members in key positions in all governmental and macs organisation units. In 
tile cabinet, i'or example, sore ministers are non-Farty people, but in all these cases 
it appears that the vice-minister :le a Bardy member. Party raeriaers are charged with 
seising "leading roles 11 in all crgcsisatLons to wldcb they belong. 
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Reported figures for Party membership vary so widely that no adequate 
estimate is possible, nor ie it known whether membership is increasing. Tho 
Party apparently penetrates the military services by a system of political 
commissars {in some instances the military commander serves in both capacities), 
but the ratio of Party members to total troop strength has not been established.. 
The precise membership of the Tongbo, or Politburo, is uncertain. 

Viet Mlnh Morale and Internal Controls 

In their public utterances, Viet Hinh leaders radiate confidence, although 
no effort is made to disguise their belief that a protracted struggle, involv- 
ing many hardships, trill be necessary before the "completion of the revolution" 
trill be achieved. The ability of the Viet Minh to hold off the forces of a 
major world power for almost seven years, and the consolidation of Communist 
control in a powerful neighbor to the North, must lend encouragement to the 
leadership. Although the leaders* current estimates of capabilities and 
prospects cannot be surmised, there is no evidence that doubts, if ary, have 
been communicated to the population at large. 

Th* existence of discontent among some segments of the population in 
Communist -controlled arsis is revealed by continuing defections and by th# 
constant stream of Viet t'inh propaganda attempting to justify and explain the 
hardships which must be endured during the present stage of the struggle. There 
are some Indications that intellectuals, as a group, are among the most 
disillusioned and frustrated elements in the population — presumable because 
they batter understand the implications of Coitraunist control of the Viet Hinh 
movement and because their position in society is jeopardized by the necessity 
for conforming to Party structures. Popular dissatisfaction attributable to 
repressive controls may be increased ty awareness that economic conditions are 
generally better in free areas than in the Viet Hinh zones. 

Consolidation of Communist control has proceeded despite some discontent. 
There have been no effective uprisings in areas firmly held by the Viet Minh. 

It is clear that the Communists rely on a combination of coercion and persuasion 
to maintain loyalty, or at least effective control, but the extent of voluntary 
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cooperation is not clear. Political controls involve the sanctions imposed 
ty operation of the standard Consnunist system of public denunciations 
confessions and "guided" re-dedication, augmented by Party penetration of 
a"| i organizations and by police controlSo It is not known just what role the 
Viet Mirth military arm plays in the maintenance of internal order. Economic 
controls seem to bo relatively effective as they relate to the organization 
of production for war purposes and the collection of taxes from the populations 
althou gh it is apparent that there has been considerable resistance to the 
method of collecting taxes in kind and to the magnitude of the levies. In 
fringe are&3, which are often controlled by French forces by day and by the 
Viet Minh at night. Communist exactions represent double taxation, which is 
undoubtedly resented but often complied with as a form of protection. 

There are clearly many Vietnamese who still believe that the Viet hinh 
represents the true nationalist force in Indochina, and who therefore support 
the regime despite possible dissatisfaction with the deprivations which the 
war demands. The longer effective Viet Minh occupation of large areas continues, 
the more successful will be the Communist program of indoctrination and re- 
education.. These efforts are being directed primarily at youth, and it appears, 
that, in general, the most enthusiastic support for the Viet Minh comes from 
younger elements in the population. 

Intra-Elite Relationships of the Regime 

Non-Communist elements within the leadership of the Viet Minh appear to 
exercise very little effective power. The Democratic and Socialist Parties 
have been maintained, apparently to preserve the appearance of an opportunity 
for non-Comnunist political activity, but in fact the programs of these parties 
coincide completely with the official "line" of the Viet Minh. The extent to 
which this support and cooperation is voluntary cannot be ascertained. Ron-Party 
officials appear to be effectively controlled by their Communist associates. 
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SECRET 

The present status of Ho Chi Itinh is not definitely known c He has beer, 
variously reported* within the past year* as dead* in failing: health* te robust* 

still in effective leadership of the uover-eul.* reduced to figurehead status behind 
the Stalinist "ruonj Chinfc (Secretary General of the V.orkers 11 Party)* on trips to 
China and Moscow* and still at 7iet ”dnh headquurters in Berth Vietnam. The various 
report® cannot b© evaluated *> 

It is clear , however, that Ho renal ns the symbol of the "resistance* n kept 
before the jjopulation as s figure to be revered and emulatedo There are no present 
indications that the prospect of a change in leadership* or it© actuality, has 
brought about significant changes in uhe course of the revolution or its ultimate 
objectives © 

Apart from Ho Chi !!Ink, the outstanding Viet Mnh leaders includes Vo Nguyen 
Clap.? Cormander-in-Cldef of the ..rmed Forces $ Than Van Dong, Vice-Frenis:^ Truong 
Chink, Secretary General of the barkers * Parly? Hoang r U oc Viet, Chairman of the 
General Federation of Labors and Ton Due Thang, President of the lion Viet Fron 9 and 
of the National Assembly „ The nature of the relit i nchips among these ton leaders 
1 b not well known, nor has it been ascertained whether there are individuals of less 
public prominence who occupy equivalent positions in terms of actual power* 

External relations of the Viet Itinh 

Viet Minh relati wrakips ;dtfc Oomnunist China characterised by aeknwlodgmoi t 
of China 5 !: 0 leading role 15 in the Asian Communist movement and of the value of Chinese 
experience as the prototype of successful revolution in "colonial* lands, } Ho con- 
clusive evidence of frictions between Chinese Communist and Viet Hinh leadership has 
come to light a It has been reported that some Viet Minh leaders oppose Chinese inter- 
vent* on and support for the struggle :lrx Indochina* but it is not knotm whether such 
a viewpoint, if it exists, reflects antagonism toward the Chinese Communist It ■ ‘der~ 
diip or sens - hlvity to general TIetna.tese animosity toward China, particularly in the 
form of a fear of revived Chinese imperialism© 

It is quite certain that "nationalist* aspirations continue to motivate large 
numbers of supporters of the Viet Itinh regime, whose ftmdancntaX d ecire is an end 
to French political influence in Indochina© 7 ho Viet IHrih leadership, however. 
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SECRET 

appears to have accepted ultimate stalinist goals and Methods, although realisation 
of these goals dictates the achievement of national unity and "inoepenoence 
first step* Efforts to create public awareness and acceptance of Boviet and Chinese 
leadership appear to be increasing* although priraary emphasis continues to he placed 
on the dor-vatic situation and the tasks which it imposes * 

ihe extent to which acceptance of Chinese Coraaaiet political, military, and 
technical advisors has nr ant a reduction in the Viet Kinh leadership's power ox 
decision is unknown,, Since Viet Kinh and Chinese Crwsunist objectives vis-a-vis 
Indoc hina appear to coincide at toe present time, it Is possible that present re- 
lationships are genuinely cooperative and represent voluntary acceptance of advice 
by toe Viet Huh* 

No friction between Moscow and goi-p'ing over primacy of influence ovor toe 
"DRV* has cone to light, then a -’DRV" ambassador to Moscow was appointed in too 
spring of J.952, it was suggested in some reports that the step indicated soviet 
fears lest Chinese influence become predominant. It appears, however, tnat eotaolish- 
ment of the Mission was a normal development tUdah surprisingly had been delayed 
two years after Soviet ''recognition" of the "DRV" and Use opening of a «?•?"" mission 
in Pei-p'irg in 19%0c The Viet ' 'inh acknowledges its ultimate loyalty to the Soviet 
Union and to Stalin, while emphati ain;;: the "special position" which Communist China 
occupies in relation to the Asian Cranmunist movement,. 

Bo Kbat is the net economic drain of Indochina on France? that is the total fiscal 
burden of its Indochina policy or the French governm ent? iftat part ofJdBJIggli^ 
maintaining the Franco- Vietnamese. position Is borne by the .govern ;sont of JKjHbnan? 

Because of the absence of adequate statistical material, partlevl'.rly for the 
Associated Slates, it is not possible, rt present, to a so esc toe net economic drain 
on prance or the <esociated states resulting free; the present war effort in indochina. 
The principal gaps include figures for the Rational Budget of Vietnam, actual French 
espenditures in Indochina, and the precis® current balance of aymerta r o.b.-,ion of 
toe Associated States. 
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Then direct financial cost of maintaining the Franco-TIetname so position* 

I ' . wf t , ; : 

reflected in jrdlita^y appropriations, can be approitU xteii, -fnat- the rcgMtau* 

of 307 ^ cciid tiering oloa^nts is unicncMn* Those factors incite; 

1* arwcauseb destruction of cccrcniic woalth in 1 Bochina; * 

2, ‘The con^quencas of diverting manpower and goods to war purposes; 

3, Tm loss* to both Franco and Indochina, which results from tfo* drastic 
curtailment of rice exports attributable to the war; 

The Utimate economic Impact c£ French local procurement in the 
Associated ItojLcs; 

5 a Oiviliaa and ary remittances to France; 

5. rruiTits oi French commercial enteip rises in Indochina which, reportedly, 
aro bein^; oltiiirawn at an increasing rute w 

In term; of direct financial coot, the French military budget for ly$2 allocates 
VfO billion franca (U3 )l,3JiO million) for the military effort iu Indochina, (The 
conversion rates used arc 20 piastres to the dollar, 17 piastres to the franc, aid 
350 francs to the dollar* The piastre is generally believed to be overvalued in 
relation to the dollar. ) This figure reportedly includes 3ll billion francs for 
French ground forces, 71 billion francs for air and navy, and 63 billion francs 

as subsidy for the National Armies of the f ssoexated rtutes 0 The bivll Tudget of 

F ^ •:# • ; 1-'^ ■" 

the High Comnissariat for FY 1951 amounted to approximately o billion francs* 

As long vis the principal theaters of war are in Vietnam, the defense appropria- 
tions of Laos and laxabodia represent very small fractions of the total financial 
cost* The Vietnamese contribution can only be approximated. According to a Franco- 
Vietnaxieae agreement, the Government of Vietnam is supposed to allocate 1*05 of 
its revenues for defense purposes,. It is LcliJved that, in 1951, this figure 
represented a conixit:.iCnt of about 770 million piastres (13*1 billion francs). In 
addition, some fraction of the Vietnamese civil budget (totaling approximately 
1,US0 million piastres in l?5l) represented i.tilitaxy- support e^endi lures — for 
propaganda, adi7n.nl strut ion of newly pacified areas, etc* bo official 1 %2 figures 
have been made available* There are so me indications, ho.vev^r, that fhe Vietnamese 
military budget, including the French contribution, will total about 5<>300 million 
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piastres (93*6 billion fMs), -vJ French estimates suggest that Vietnamese 
appropriations arc e^efet! to ri.se to roughly 1,235 million piastres (21 Lilli* 
irxics), Vietnamese appropriations for propaganda and pacification wmfc are 


probably also increasing 

Those figures, which arc only approximate, suggest a Vietnamese contribution 
to the .maintenance of the frunco-Vietaamese position in the neig -Urhood of "?5 
million, i.* contrast with a French financial commitment of something idee then 
yg ;)l,3iiQ /dll inn /and American military and economic assistance which mey reach 
1*50 million- The indicated figure of U£-5 Jj as the Vietnam ose contribution to 
the total direct financial cost takes no account of the fact that the war Is hexng 
fought on Vlptnaasoise soil, with the attendant economic destruction and dislocation 
C„ ;,hat is the nature or Vietnamese political activity in France, hong Kong,, 
uXxd rreat Britain? ho are the principal personalities engaged in such activity? 


1, Vietnamese political activity in Franco 

Vietnam is at present officially represented in France by a High Cck- 
aiwrionor, frincc Duo Loc, and his staff. Because of the peculiar situation 
created by the hostilities in Vietnam and the still "evolutionary" character 
of diplomatic representation within the French Union, the function of this 


delegation vis-a-vis the French Oovem..,ent has seemed in the past to be more 
in the field of protocol than of political affairs, llo information has been 
received concerning the re lat a exit hip, if uryy , between this uulegat ion and 
Vietnamese residents and over organisation in Franco. 

(a) Qroupenent Permanent des Etudi antes Viotnan&e.ines — »& women* s organ! 

tion reportedly founded in J jnuhxy or February 1952; 

l :5 •* ; . ; ' : . if . . f: t 

(b) General /Vsoembly of the Gong-Ehaii-workers* group; 

(c) IIol du I!oa Sinli Viet-Eam — a students’ organisation in Baris; 

(d) Republican Club — said to have been formed in November 1951 under 

the leadership of General Xuan« 

Tliere ij5 no information concerning: the aeraheichip, political sentiments, 
policies, or activities of those groups,. 
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2o Viet Minh political activity in France 

It has been reported that earlier Viet Minh organizations in France 
which were banned after French recognition of Bao Dai continue to exist 
in the form of an ^Association des Vietnamiens residents en France* n The 
president of this organization is alleged to be Do Dai Phuoc and the secretary. 
General Huynh Trong Dong > This report has never been confirmed and there is 
no information concerning the activity of this or other Viet Minh groups in 
France* 

3o Vietnamese political activity in Hong Kong 

No information is available concerning Vietnamese political activity in 
Hong Kongo 

ko Vietnamese political activity in Great Britain 

(a) Qovermont of Vietnam 

Vietnam is represented in Great Britain by its accredited Minister* 

Nguyen Khac Vo* No information has been received concerning the activities 
of the mission however* 

(b) Viet Minh 

In nid~195l the following Viet Minh organizations were reported to be 
functioning in Crcat Britain* 

(1) Union of Vietnamese Students under the leadership of Ton That 
Thien and Kpuyen My Dien; 

(2) Overseas Lien Viet headed by Vu Van Que and Nguyen Van Tae* 

No recent information has been received concerning Viot Minh organizations 
in Great Britain and nothing is known about the political activity of Viet Minh 
supporters there* 
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